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 TODAY IN HISTORY
AUG. 20

BORN ON
AUG. 20

SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT

BOISE CITY WEATHER
             Hi      Lo    Prec

Tues. Aug. 11  90 59 0.19
Wed. Aug. 12  93 63
Thur. Aug. 13  95 62
Fri.   Aug. 14   92 64
Sat.   Aug. 15  95 59
Sun.  Aug. 16  85 58
Mon. Aug. 17  82 60 0.08
      MARKETS  (Monday)

Wheat       $4.30 bush.
Milo          $2.29 bush.
Corn         $2.99 bush.

(spot prices subject to change)

ATTENTION!!
Cimarron County Fair is
Sept. 15-19. The fair books
are out and it’s time to rent
your commercial booths.
See the School page for lo-
cation of school displays.

DEATHS-PG. 3 Cimarron County Deputy
is State’s Deputy of Year

CIMARRON COUNTY DEPUTY TIM PUCLIK II
The Oklahoma Sheriff’s As-

sociation (OSA) held its annual
conference on Saturday, August
15, 2009 at the Biltmore Hotel in
Oklahoma City. Seventy-one of
the 77 counties are members of
OSA.  At that meeting this year,
Deputy Tim Puclik II was hon-
ored as Oklahoma’s Deputy
Sheriff of the Year.

Each year OSA recognizes
dispatchers, jailers, deputies, and
sheriffs who have performed
their duties to the best of their
ability. Most come from the big-
ger departments such as Tulsa
and Oklahoma Counties. The
awards include: Recognition
Award, Life Saving Award,
Medal of Valor, Dispatcher of the
Year and Sheriff of the Year
Award as well as the deputy of
the year.

 Cimarron County Sheriff
Keith Borth submitted for con-
sideration, all his Cimarron
County Deputies having thought
they had done an outstanding job
this year, and Puclik was se-
lected.

. Deputy Puclik received a let-
ter from OSA requesting his at-
tendance to the Awards Cer-
emony. He accepted the invite
thinking he might receive a com-
mendation or recognition for the
actions he displayed in El Paso,

Texas last year while he was
on active military duty.  While
on active duty in El Paso
Deputy Puclik detained and
protected the driver of a vehicle
from an angry mob after the
man had hit four pedestrians
crossing the street outside an
El Paso night club. Five months
later he chased down and con-
ducted a felony vehicle stop on
a man involved in the hit and
run death of a soldier outside
that same night club.

Upon being seated and
reading their programs, Deputy
Puclik and Sheriff Borth then
learned that Deputy Puclik was
being honored by the Oklahoma
Sheriff’s Association as
Deputy Sheriff of the Year.

“It is a great honor to receive
such an exceptional award. I
owe my career in law enforce-
ment to my late grandfather
Joseph Solecki, who retired
from the Chicago, Ill.  Police
Department,” Puclik said. “My
grandfather was the biggest
influence in my life prior to his
death,” he added.

“I would like to see the Ci-
marron County Sheriff’s De-
partment receive more even
more support and funding so
they can do their jobs more ef-
fectively,” he continued.

Last week’s Boise City
News article “Area Wind De-
velopment Requires Intense
Study and Planning,” written by
the CEO of Tri-County Electric
Cooperative, paints a daunting
picture for wind developers
who seek to promote significant
economic development in the
Oklahoma Panhandle. While the
article provides a detailed de-
scription of the long term plan-
ning process used in the South-
west Power Pool’s “Extra High
Voltage Overlay,” it doesn’t re-
ally address the specifics of
what can be done locally in the
near term. Today, Tri-County
has an opportunity to buy wind
energy from the Keyes Wind
Farm.  The underlying question
is:  What is Tri-County doing to
help the community kick start the
economic development oppor-
tunity?

There is easily five thousand
megawatts of developable wind
projects in the Tri-County ser-
vice area.  This represents a
potential $10 billion investment
in the area, including the cre-
ation of hundreds of permanent
jobs with good pay, and tens of
millions in payments to landown-
ers and school districts each
year. The build-out of these wind
farms will keep business own-
ers in the Panhandle busy for
the next decade feeding, fuel-
ing and housing the hundreds of
temporary workers required to
build these facilities, and will
generate significant additional
revenues through local sales
taxes.

There is no question the full
realization of this potential will
require new transmission infra-
structure to be built, and new
markets to develop.  The South-
west Power Pool recognized
this fact years ago when it be-
gan planning its 765 kilovolt sys-
tem, or the “Extra High Voltage
Overlay.”  Indeed, the underly-
ing premise of this initiative is
the collection and delivery of the
substantial wind energy located
in the SPP footprint. The plan-
ning contemplates delivery of
this clean, cost stable energy not
just to SPP member utilities, but
also to other regions which are
rich in demand for clean energy.
Member utilities in the SPP, like
Public Service Company of
Oklahoma and Oklahoma Gas
and Electric, have already an-
nounced plans and even begun
construction on new transmis-
sion lines, and have made ma-
jor commitments to purchasing
wind energy.  Independent
transmission provider ITC
Great Plains is successfully
pushing new transmission
projects in the region.  This is
hardly “just the beginning,” as
suggested in last week’s article.
It is an evolution which is well
underway.

Yet Tri-County Electric Co-
operative, the local utility you
own, is happy to sit on its hands
and indulge in the status quo as
this economic boom passes by.

Southwestern Public Service
Company, the Xcel subsidiary
which provides substantially all

Tri-County Elec. is Passing on Area
Economic Development Opportunity
By Danny McCrystal, President,
Generation Energy, Inc.

of the generation for Tri-County
members through a full services
contract, does not consider the
Oklahoma Panhandle to be part
of its service area, and has stated
it has little interest in either own-
ing or purchasing power gener-
ated from wind power plants lo-
cated in Oklahoma. The genera-
tion provided to Tri-County by
SPS comes from a variety of
power plants which are a hun-
dred or more miles away from
Tri-County’s service area.  They
are a weighted average of 32
years old.  And while SPS does
purchase wind energy as a small
part of its generation mix (less
than 10%), it does not provide
any “green” energy to Tri-
County. Tri-County cannot claim
to be consuming wind power
when its contract does not spe-
cifically require any power
from wind, nor does Tri-County
receive any environmental
attributes. To be clear, Tri-
County’s contract is for “brown”
power only.

It is also worth noting that Tri-
County members are subject to
energy pricing which is substan-
tially driven by SPS’s cost of
generation, which includes vari-
able fuel costs and transmission
service for delivery over hun-
dreds of miles of transmission.
In the event of power shortfalls,
the cost for SPS to buy energy
from daily markets is simply
passed on to Tri-County mem-
bers.  This was abundantly clear
to Tri-County members only a
short year ago when rates were
at times double the current rate.
The basic reality is there are no
provisions in the SPS contract to
shield Tri-County members from
costs resulting from carbon leg-
islation, mandated Renewable
Energy Standards or escalating
fuel prices.

Last week’s article encour-
ages the reader to conclude that
all of SPP’s “Extra High Volt-
age Overlay” has to be studied,
approved, engineered, financed
and built before any wind
projects can connect. This is sim-
ply not true, and
mischaracterizes the intercon-
nection process. In fact, each
project is studied on its own to
identify any upgrades to the sys-
tem which might be required as
a result of the interconnection of
the new generation facility.
These costs are typically bur-
dened on the project, and simply
become part of the generation
facility’s capital costs.  If the
costs are too high, a project can
become uneconomic.  This is not
terribly complicated.

Tri-County has recently been
offered an opportunity to pur-
chase the output from the 42
megawatt Keyes Wind Farm in
eastern Cimarron County.  The
Keyes Wind Farm project, which
has been in development for
three years, is ready to con-
struct.  As part of the develop-
ment process, an application re-
questing interconnection was
submitted to Tri-County in 2008.
As a result, a System Impact
Study was produced by an inde-
pendent engineering firm, under
the direct supervision of Tri-
County staff. This study con-

cluded that only minor upgrades
are required to connect the
Keyes Wind Farm, and the
project is prepared to pay for the
required upgrades.  Despite the
suggestion by Tri-County that
“intense amount of study and
planning” is still required to bring
wind energy to the Oklahoma
Panhandle; this project is ready
to build.

The benefits of Tri-County
purchasing the energy from the
Keyes Wind Farm are many.
Like many wind farms, the
Keyes Wind Farm is prepared
to provide Tri-County members
fixed pricing for the next twenty
years.  Further, the “green cred-
its” produced by the wind farm
provide both a hedge against
any state or federal mandates
which are likely forthcoming, but
also hold the potential of becom-
ing a significant revenue source
for Tri-County in a national com-
pliance market.  Any escalation
in the value of these credits ef-
fectively decreases the cost of
energy produced by the Keyes
Wind Farm, which is passed on
to Tri-County members.  Tak-
ing into account the value of
“green credits” in today’s typi-
cal voluntary markets, the price
of energy from the Keyes Wind
Farm offered to Tri-County is
only a small premium over cur-
rent energy costs, and is less
than the prices paid to SPS much
of last year when natural gas
prices were much higher (see
chart below).

The construction of the
Keyes Wind Farm will also gen-
erate nearly $750,000 for
schools and landowners in Ci-
marron County in just its first
year of operation.  These rev-
enue streams into the local
economy will continue for
twenty or more years.  It will
create hundreds of temporary
construction jobs and a dozen or
more permanent local jobs.
Local sales taxes will see a
windfall from the splurge in
spending at local shops, restau-
rants and motels.  Best of all, it
will demonstrate the viability of
wind generated electricity in the
Oklahoma Panhandle under real
world operating conditions, in-
creasing the prospects of real-
izing the benefits of significant
additional wind development in
the area.

The Keyes Wind Farm would
also provide locally generated
power which would not be sub-
ject to the transmission conges-
tion which has become a com-
mon part of western Texas’ grid.

But Tri-County took a pass.
However it is not too late for

Tri-County to change its think-
ing on wind energy and purchase
the energy from the Keyes Wind
Farm.  While it will require some
negotiation with SPS to convert
to a partial services contract
(most notably, getting SPS to
waive a ridiculous three year
notification period), Tri-County
clearly holds the key to facilitat-
ing the most profound economic
development engine the Okla-
homa Panhandle has seen in
generations.  It shouldn’t take a
lot of study to reach that con-
clusion.

Morton County Civic Center and KULY AM  1420 brought
the 28th annual Colgate Country Showdown to Elkhart last
weekt.  A large crowd was on hand to hear the 15 finalists
perform. Clare Dunn was the winner and will advance to the
next level of competition at the Kansas State Fair. Clare is
originally from Keyes, OK.  Her parents are R.B. and Tila
Dunn, now residents of Two Buttes, Colo.  She graduated
from high school at Prichett, Colo. and is currently a senior
at Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn. majoring in
songwriting. For the competition she performed two songs
she wrote, “Burning Moonlight” and “I’m Not Sorry.” De-
signed to find the most promising country music talent in
the U.S. for the past 28 years, the Colgate Country Show-
down gives aspiring artists a chance to launch their profes-
sional careers.

Source: SPS pricing  to Tri-County: FERC filings; Natural Gas pricing: EIA website;
REC pricing: voluntary WECC market

CARL MYERS-60
CAROL JESTER

1794: At the Battle of
Fallen Timbers on the Ohio
frontier, Gen. Anthony
Wayne shatters an army of
recalcitrant Native Ameri-
cans, thereby clearing the
way for settlement of the
Old Northwest.
1940: Exiled Soviet revolu-
tionary Leon Trotsky is as-
sassinated in Mexico City
by a Spanish Communist,
under the orders of Soviet
leader Joseph Stalin.
1968: In response to the
reforms in Czechoslovakia
known as Prague Spring,
Warsaw Pact forces led by
the Soviet Union invade
Czechoslovakia to re-es-
tablish a state loyal to the
Soviets.
1977: The United States
launches the Voyager 2
spacecraft, which will ex-
plore the outer planets be-
fore leaving the solar sys-
tem, carrying with it a pho-
nograph record of human
civilization.
1980: Austrian Reinhold
Messner becomes the first
solo climber to reach the
summit of Mount Everest.
1988: Iran and Iraq agree
to a United Nations-spon-
sored cease-fire, ending
their eight-year war.

Bernardo O’Higgins, Chil-
ean revolutionary (1778)
H. P. Lovecraft, horror
writer (1890)
Benjamin Harrison, U.S.
president (1833)
Eero Saarinen, Finnish-
American architect (1910)
George Mitchell, politician
(1933)
Rajiv Gandhi, Indian prime
minister (1944)
Robert Plant, rock singer

(1948)

  We give a a tip of the hat to:

“The world is a dangerous
place. Not because of the
people who are evil; but
because of the people who
don’t do anything about it.”
- Albert Einstein

The Boise City
Garden Club
and Shirley Pow-

ers for the beautiful flow-
ers around the courthouse
and the care they have re-
ceived.
CIMARRON COUNTY

JAIL BLOTTER
Danny Mankins-Serving
time, (30 days), for supply-
ing minors with beer.

AUG. 8
David Hernandez- booked
in and out on a charge of
vandalism, (broke a window
at a convenience store).


