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DEATHS-PG. 3

 TODAY IN HISTORY
JULY 30

BORN ON
JULY 30

SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT

  We give a a tip of the hat to:

BOISE CITY WEATHER
             Hi      Lo    Prec

Tues. July 21  84 61 .09
Wed. July 22   84 62 .18
Thur. July 23  89 58     .05
Fri.    July 24  95 62
Sat.   July 25   98 64 .34
Sun.  July 26  83 60 .26
Mon. July 27 84 64
       MARKETS  (Monday)

Wheat       $4.77 bush.
Milo          $2.45 bush.
Corn         $3.15 bush.

(spot prices subject to change)

ATTENTION!!

Julia Nichole Jones- 38

1619: The Virginia House
of Burgesses, the first rep-
resentative assembly in the
American colonies, opens
in Jamestown, Va.
1866: During the Recon-
struction period after the
Civil War, more than 30 Af-
rican-Americans are killed
in New Orleans by whites
rioting against extending
voting rights to blacks.
1935: The first Penguin pa-
perback book is published,
an early step in the paper-
back revolution that would
take off after World War II.
1963: The Soviet news ser-
vice reports that British in-
telligence officer Kim
Philby, recently revealed as
a longtime Soviet spy, has
defected to the USSR.
1965: President Lyndon
Johnson signs legislation
creating the Medicare sys-
tem, which establishes lim-
ited medical benefits for
people 65 years of age or
over.
2002: In the wake of the

Enron and WorldCom scan-
dals, President George W.

Emily Brontë, novelist
(1818)
Thorstein Veblen, social
scientist (1857)
Henry Ford, car manufac-

turer (1863)
Vladimir Zworykin, devel-
oper of television (1889)
Casey Stengel, baseball
manager (1890_
Henry Moore, sculptor
(1898)

CIMARRON
COUNTY JAIL

BLOTTER

“We have just enough reli-
gion to make us hate, but
not enough to make us love
one another.” - Jonathan
Swift

The Way Out
West Cancer
Relay Team for
raising more

than $5,000.

The Cimarron County
Assessor’s Office will
be closed Aug. 4-7 for
the annual Educa-
tional Conference in
Tulsa.

7-26
Danny Mankins- Fur-
nishing beer to minors,
released on bail.

BY SUSAN SIMPSON
Langston University wants to

work with a Canadian company
to build a $420 million wind farm
on 19,000 acres of university-
owned land in the Panhandle.

 Langston would be equal
partners with Toronto-based
Green Breeze Energy in a ven-
ture called NewCo.

Langston President JoAnn
Haysbert said the deal could
bring in $50 million to the uni-
versity in the first few years of
operation. In addition to provid-
ing land, Langston would seek
up to $800,000 in government
grants for the project.

Oklahoma State University
A&M Regents heard about the
plan during a meeting Friday in

Langston University seeks OK
for Panhandle wind project

Oklahoma City but tabled ap-
proval because they want more
information about Green Breeze
Energy.

Haysbert said Langston is
being visionary and has been in
talks with Green Breeze for
three years.

“We are the only historically
black university in the nation that
is wind-accessible, as far as
owning land,” she said. “It’s un-
chartered territory.”

Most of the university’s land
is in Cimarron County. Regents
are expected to reconsider the
proposal at their Sept. 11 meet-
ing.

Copyright, The Daily
Oklahoman, July 25, 2009.

An article that ran in
Saturday’s (July 25), Daily
Oklahoman brought calls to
The Boise City News soon af-
ter its doors opened Monday.

In the article, (see center
box), Educational Reporter Su-
san Simpson, of The Oklaho-
man wrote that Langston Uni-
versity, a historic Black Univer-
sity founded in 1897 in
Langston, Okla., (about 30
miles northeast of Oklahoma
City), was seeking the go ahead
for a wind project with Green
Breeze, a Canadian Company.
Much of that project would be
located on school land in Cima-
rron County.

In the article Simpson
quotes Langston President
JoAnn Haysbert to the effect
that Langston “owns land” in
Cimarron County and the Pan-
handle. In reality, Langston as
well as other universities of
higher learning has assigned
lands within the school land pro-
gram, and that land may or may
not be in blocks large enough
to support a wind farm.

In a phone interview with
The Boise City News, Presi-
dent Haysbert pointed out that
the plan to create a wind farm
is merely that…a plan, and that
if it could go forward, its Phase
One would probably not be on
lands assigned to Langston.

Haysbert, who came to
Langston from Virginia’s
Hampton University in 2006,
said Langston had been explor-
ing plans for a wind farm for
about three years. Correctly,
she called the plan that could
bring her university $50 million
a year, “visionary”. If that vi-
sion can come to fruition re-
mains to be seen.

Haysbert explained that the
Daily Oklahoman inference
that only Langston assigned
lands would be used, was a
misquote in that in effect it put
the cart before the horse. She
emphasized again that this is a
plan in its preliminaries, and that
discussions would be ongoing
with the State Land Commis-
sion.

She added that the media
was at the open meeting as it
should be, but that even in those
meetings all the information
cannot be placed in front of the
public.

Who is JoAnn Haysbert?
Ms Haysbert is the

University’s 15th and first fe-
male president.

A South Carolinian by birth,

Langston University Has Designs, on Cimarron County
by C.F. David

Haysbert attended Johnson C.
Smith University in Charlotte,
N.C., and received her Master’s
and Doctorate Degrees from
Auburn University in Alabama.
In 1980 she took an administra-
tive job with Hampton Univer-
sity, in Hampton Va. And even-
tually rose to Provost and CEO

of the University before leav-
ing to take the Langston Presi-
dency in 2006.

Her only obvious bump at
Hampton U. was an order to
confiscate the “Script”, the stu-
dent newspaper, after an edito-
rial decision not to run a letter
to the editor from Haysbert on
the front page. However, after
about two months and the es-
tablishment by Haysbert of a
task force and the loss of a grant
of $55 thousand from the
American Society of Newspa-
per Editors, she admitted she
had learned a lot about the free-
dom of the press, especially re-
lating to student run newspa-
pers.

According to journalism pro-
fessors at the university, the in-
cident was used as a learning
experience to strengthen the stu-
dent newspaper.

In a effort to boost the stu-
dent body, Haysbert has,
through the university, put hands
out toward Native Americans
and Hispanics, trying to attract
others of color to the school.

Why assigned lands? Why
Cimarron County?

The assigned lands are

unique to Oklahoma, since tra-
ditionally school land is supposed
to be sections 16 and 36 in each
township. However, with the
land runs of 1889, and 1893, it
was found prior to statehood that
much of that land had already
been homesteaded, so an alter-
native had to be found. That so-
lution was called “lands in lieu

of”. Cimarron County was given
more than 274,000 acres of the
“lands in lieu of”, about one-
quarter of all the state’s school
land.

When statehood loomed,
1,050,000 acres of unsettled land
was assigned to institutions of
higher learning. In that plan was
100,000 acres for “a colored
Agriculture and Normal Univer-
sity”.

According to a draft memo-
randum of understanding be-
tween Langston and Green
Breeze Energy Inc., Langston
has 15, 217 acres in Cimarron
County, 160 in Texas County,
1,628 in Beaver County, 1,394 in
Woodward County, 440 acres in
Ellis County and 157 acres in
Comanche County.

What is the plan?
First of all it’s all preliminary
According to Keith Kuhlman,

of the State Land Commission,
they as well as Langston are in
discussion with Green Breeze.

“We, (the Land
Commission), are working with
the same people to locate a wind
farm near Kenton.”

What Langston is similar to
what the Cherokee Nation is

doing in Kay County. These
companies are dealing with en-
tities that have access to Fed-
eral Grants to move this along.”

Asked by The Boise City
News what effect this might
have on the individuals and fami-
lies leasing the land, Kuhlman
replied, “Hopefully there won’t
be a tremendous effect. For sure
land taken up by the towers and
the roads will be deducted from
the cost of the lease.”

According to the Draft of
Understanding, the University
has the aforementioned acreage
inside and outside the Panhandle.
The estimated size is 200 MW
for phase one. At a projected
cost of $420 million, with $75 to
$100 million needed as equity. To
raise the money, three things
must happen; 1. A signed pur-
chase agreement for the energy
produced. 2. Access to the Elec-
tricity Grid. 3. Protection for the
ability to sell the electricity with-
out the concern of utility capac-
ity constraint.

To accomplish this, a new
company will be formed be-
tween Langston and Green
Breeze, tentatively named
NewCo, with a 50/50 partner-
ship. NewCo will use Green
Breeze as the project developer.

NewCo will option/lease the
land from the Commissioners of
the Land Office at the current
Oklahoma market rate for wind
project land leases.

Langston will retain the right
to keep all revenues not includ-
ing the land lease option pay-
ments.

GBE will:

1. Place the infrastructure
2. Assign to NewCo a repre-

sentative with a shared signing
authority.

3. Fund the project if grant
monies are unavailable.

4. Not share any information
except with professional advisors
and others required.

LU Agrees to:

LINDA LUSNIA

Jayne Boykin
The Duncan Banner

 Matthew 18:20 says,
“Where two or three are gath-
ered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them.”

Linda Lusnia, new pastor of
Wesley United Methodist
Church in Duncan and Velma
United Methodist Church, can
attest to that. Her new congre-
gations have only 10 members
in Velma and about 40 in
Duncan, but they are active,
thriving churches, carrying out
their mission in the communities.

This is Lusnia’s third year in
the ministry. She grew up in Ci-
marron County, and Keyes
UMC was her home church.
She came to Duncan on June
7.

“I was active in my home
church, but I really felt like God
had a calling for me. I did a lot
of lay speaking and worked on
committees, even worked as a
missionary in Denver, Mexico
and Bay St. Louis, La., but I
knew I had to do more,” she
said.

She left the Panhandle and
enrolled at Phillips Theological
Seminary in Tulsa, where she
plans to complete her studies at
the end of the summer. While
still in seminary, she was ap-
pointed as pastor of the Meth-

odist Church in Crescent, where
she served two years.

Shortly after her arrival in the
Duncan area, she joined relief
efforts in the Ratliff City area
that had been ravaged by wild-
fires, working through United
Methodist Commission on Re-
lief or
UMCOR.

“ E a c h
step was
leading me
to where I
am now.
They were
all examples
of the
c h u r c h ’ s
mission and all led to where God
was taking me,” she said. “Each
step opened the door to the next
stage. I have an empathy for
people, and serving as a pastor
seems very natural to me.”

Her calling came later in life.
Lusnia had majored in econom-
ics at Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, graduating in 1990, and
worked 18 years as a social
worker for the state of Okla-
homa. Now 52, she is about four
years away from ordination. The
next step is commissioning, then
she must serve a three-year pro-
bationary period.

“The United Methodist
Church celebrated the 50th an-

niversary of its first ordination of
women in the year 2006, the
year I turned 50. I thought that
had a special significance for
me,” she said.

The Wesley UMC congrega-
tion at 401 N. First is having a
good time, very vital and alive,

she said. In fact,
the church is hav-
ing a “Christmas
in July” celebra-
tion this Sunday,
with Christmas
carols, the choir
singing Christ-
mas anthems,
people dressed in
red and green,

and even gifts.
“It’s an opportunity to keep

the spirit of Christmas all year
long and celebrate the birth of
Jesus. You can’t have Christmas
without gifts, so we’re collect-
ing gifts for Women’s Haven,”
the pastor said.

“After our service, we wel-
come everyone to enjoy a ‘spud
lunch’ in fellowship with us
where we will have delicious
topped baked potatoes and
homemade desserts by donation
only.”

Sunday school begins at 9:30
a.m., and worship is at 10:50 a.m.

Christmas in July will also
take place the same day at the

Velma church. Services there
begin at 8:30 a.m. with cookies
and coffee, then the worship ser-
vice begins at 9:15 a.m.

The Velma church building
was recently remodeled. In ad-
dition to making the 38-mile
round trip from Duncan to
Velma each Sunday, Lusnia re-
turns to Velma on Tuesdays for
a quilting group and Bible study.

“The quilting group is women
at their best, supporting each
other and keeping the tradition
alive,” she said.

Lusnia is used to staying busy,
she raised four children as a
single mom and now has three
grandchildren.

In her rare spare time, she
enjoys fishing, reads a lot and
likes attending country fairs. She
had barely unpacked her belong-
ings in Duncan when she began
planting a garden with four to-
mato plants, squash, flowers and
a sweet potato vine.

While Phil Ware, pastor of
Duncan’s First United Method-
ist Church, is her mentor in the
ministry, Lusnia has visited with
retired Methodist pastor Phil
Wahl, and considers the cente-
narian her “spiritual mentor.”
Wahl’s many years of ministry
and active interest in the world
have given her insights valuable
to a new pastor, she said.

New pastorate begins with ‘Christmas in July’

COUNTY GRAD
RETURNS TO COUNTY,

BRINGS SCHOOL
ADMIN. EXPERIENCE
The son of the late Raymond

Thompson, Dennis left Boise
City 31 years ago for a job in
Syracuse, Kan. as a grades 7-12
Principal.

He comes back to Cimarron
County this fall as superintendent
of the Felt, Oklahoma Schools.

In the ensuing years, Thomp-
son has seen his career in edu-
cation take him across Kansas,
back to Oklahoma, and finally
into Missouri, sometimes in sec-
ondary education and often in
college. He has worked in Gar-
den City Community College in
Garden City, Kan.

While working in the Derby,
Kansas, (near Wichita), schools.
He drove two hours one way to
O.S.U. to obtain his doctorate in
Education.

From there he went briefly to
Apache, Ok. as superintendent
before moving back into Kansas,
at Sublette.

From there he went to Mis-
souri to start up the state’s Dis-
tance Learning Association; and
from there to Independence,
(Mo.), Community College as
Associate Dean of Instruction,
and then to Ottawa, Kan. to
Neosho Community College.

He retired eight years ago
near Branson, Mo., but decided
he had retired too soon.

“I missed the kids, and the
opportunity to be with profession-
als,” he explained.

On the 11th of May, he was
offered the position in Felt as he
drove home after the interview.

He welcomes the opportunity
to return to Cimarron County
both for the educational opportu-
nities and the chance to re-con-
nect with where he grew up.

“I have come to realize that I
grew up in this county, but I don’t
really know it,” Thompson admit-
ted.

“Last year, during Alumni and
Santa Fe Trail Daze, for the first
time, I had the chance to take
the tour out to Kenton.”

Thompson said the tour
opened his eyes to the beauty and
opportunity of Cimarron County.

But, he admits his return brings
change, “It’s been 21 years since
I’ve been a superintendent in
Oklahoma. I have teachers here
that are certified in 6-7-8 differ-
ent classes. They are dedicated.

“I have a super board. They
are all interested in the school and
the kids. It makes my job bet-
ter.”

Thompson said everyone from
board members to staff have
been super and supportive.

While owning and operating
the Boise City Lumber, Thomp-
son began his teaching career as
a business teacher at Boise City
High in about 1974.

“I had grown up here, every-
one knew me, and I knew the
kids and their parents. It’s easier
to teach a kid if you know where
they are coming from…you can
see a problem coming.

“I have a good feeling about
being here. We lost just under
$100 thousand but the stimulus
money will off-set that some.

With the resignation of a main-
tenance man, the school lost three
students, and average daily atten-
dance is really important to Felt.

“We have three houses vacant
and we are looking for a janitor,
maintenance man and bus driv-
ers,” he said hopefully.

But with even the inherent
problems of a rural Oklahoma
school, Thompson is glad to be
home, “I think I’ve found where
I fit,” he smiled.

DENNIS THOMPSON

“It is better to suffer wrong
than to do it, and happier to
be sometimes cheated than
not to trust.” - Samuel
Johnson

1.  Place $800,000 as grant
money becomes available.

2.  Make office space avail-
able for one NewCo employee.

3.  Work with GBE on a turn-
key basis for the development of
the farm.

4.  Assign a Representative
with signing authority.

5.  Continue to solicit munici-
pal, state and federal support.

6.  Promote student partici-
pation.

7.  Not share information ex-
cept with professional advisors.


